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when in arguing ably in favour of septennial against trien-
nial Parliaments, he remarks that so short a time as three
years would hardly give the Opposition "time to enflame
the people, to invent grievances, and sufficiently to circu-
late falshoods against the King and his Administration."
It is rather disconcerting to find the author of "Pasquin"
relaxing in his attitude towards placemen, pensioners, and
bribery. Though he does not fully approve of the corrup-
tion which was as openly practised by the Pelhams as by
Walpole, he minimizes its extent and influence. He even
thinks that there is a sort of defensive corruption which
is justifiable. This is what he says:

"Indeed, to speak a bold political Truth, some Degree
of Corruption always hath attended, and always will attend
a rich and flourishing Nation, . . . Nothing, I apprehend
therefore, can appear more unjust than this Charge of Cor-
ruption on the present Government; which neither intro-
duced nor can possibly cure it. And can we expect, that
when the Enemies of the present Establishment, are so
manifestly busy in employing1 every Art, fair and foul,
open and secret, to corrupt the Nation; to mislead, inflame
and bribe them against their own true Interest, and against
the King and his Administration; that the Government
should sit still and use no Attempts for its own Security.
To defend yourself with the same sort of Weapons by which
you are attacked, hath always been held lawful. ... In this
defensive Way only the present Government can be fairly
said to apply to any Arts of Corruption; and in this sense,
I sincerely think, every honest impartial Man will own,
that some Degree of it may be necessary to preserve not
only the King on his Throne, but the Religion and Liberties
of this Nation; all which are by the blackest Corruption
attempted to be undermined."

Extracts from this pamphlet, of which there was a second
edition, were widely quoted in the newspapers and maga-
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